MINUTES

Joint Retail Committee Meeting

2007 Cattle Industry Annual Convention
Gaylord Opryland Resort & Convention Center
Nashville, Tennessee

February 2, 2007

Virginia Coelho, Chairman

Donald Stewart, Vice Chairman

Call to Order
Chairman Virginia Coelho called the meeting to order at 1:00 p.m.  Introductions of committee members, staff and guests followed.
Agenda
The agenda was reviewed.  Action:  Don Stewart moved and Steve Lucas seconded to approve the agenda as presented.  Motion carried.
Minutes

The committee reviewed the summer meeting minutes provided in the committee notebooks.  Action:  Ed Bick moved and Edward Campbell seconded to approve the summer meeting minutes as presented.  Motion carried.
Cattlemen’s Beef Board Update

Rich Otley, Cattlemen’s Beef Board, provided an evaluation update, along with a discussion of the beef demand index.  He also shared with the committee the results of the audit and how the Retail Marketing Team ranked very high with the state beef councils.  

FY 2007 AR Review and Progress Report

Sherry Hill, American National CattleWomen, presented on the 2007 National Beef CookOff®, which will be held this September in Chicago with Jewel Supermarkets as the official retail sponsor.  

Jim Henger, Executive Vice President Retail Marketing, shared the Retail Marketing Team objective, along with an overview of the scope and size of the retail industry and key trends that are facing supermarkets in 2007.

Randy Irion, Director Retail Marketing, reported on the results of the 2006 promotions including Summer Grilling, ad feature results and co-marketing partner results.  Beef sales grew by over 62 million pounds versus the same period last year and beef achieved a 12% increase in feature ads, commanding 45% of A features. 

Retail Marketing Managers addressed retail channel initiatives, focusing on Beef Training Camp, Easy Fresh Cooking, Nutrition Labeling, Beef Value Cuts, state beef council outreach efforts, and retailer initiated promotions.  Irion discussed plans for the team’s participation at the Annual Meat Conference.  

Jim introduced a new initiative for FY 2007, the Retail Beef Backer Award.  Modeled after the foodservice program, the first winners should be announced at the 2008 winter convention in Reno.

Randy reviewed public relations and communications efforts of the Retail Team, as well as the current data from the Retail Beef Intelligence Center and the trends of natural/organic beef sales. 

Jim provided an update on the committee’s new Hispanic initiative, including the hiring of HeilBrice a new agency and anticipated development of materials designed to help market beef to the Hispanic shopper with focus on the largest segment, the Mexican population. 

Allison Wenther gave a program update on retailer participation in the upcoming Beef Safety Summit to be held in Dallas.

Nutrition Update

Bill Layden, Food Minds, visited with the committee regarding consumer attitudes towards nutrition.  Mary Young, Nutrition Team, shared the history, status and opportunities of meat case nutrition labeling.

Program Update from Northeast Beef Promotion Initiative

Emilie Miller of the Northeast Beef Initiative recapped projects of the AR for the current fiscal year including a Beef Bowl tailgate supermarket promotion and beef roast pop-up timer promotion.  

FY 2008 Strategy Discussion Implications for Retail Marketing Program

Virginia Coelho led a committee discussion on the Long Range Plan, which included ideas for building and expanding upon the success of current retail programs while also exploring alternative programs to grow beef demand.  After discussion of the use of incremental funds in the future, Jay O’Brien suggested that staff request funding they believe is needed to strengthen the program and deliver results.

The retail committee charged the retail staff with preparing a plan for 2008 based on growing beef demand at retail consistent with meeting the LRP goal of 10% growth by 2010. 

Adjournment

Chairman Virginia Coelho adjourned the meeting at 4:30 p.m.  
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