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Committee Chairman Ed Blair called the meeting to order at just past noon. Julie McWright, NCBA Manager of International Markets, served as the recording secretary. The purpose of the meeting was to establish priorities for international trade policy and market development, and take action on proposed trade policy.

After approval of the minutes from the summer meeting, the Chairman introduced NCBA legal counsel on trade matters Gary Horlick of Wilmer Cutler Pickering Hale and Dorr LLP in Washington, DC. Gary gave an update on the restarted WTO negotiations and the prospects for improved market access for U.S. beef in Japan noting the importance of minimizing the percentage of special and sensitive products in these negotiations. Gary commented that like the CAFTA/DR agreement, the Peru and Colombia FTAs are really good deals for U.S. beef and that NCBA should tell Congress to vote to ratify them. He noted that the Korean FTA must be negotiated by March 31 and that the three toughest issues would be 1. rice, 2. beef and 3. automobiles. He noted the importance of Congress renewing Trade Promotion Authority and that China is negotiating FTAs with other countries and that we can’t afford to lose market access because other countries gain access. He closed by discussing necessary reforms of global anti-dumping rules and efforts to improve sanitary and phytosanitary regulations around the world.
USDA Deputy Undersecretary for Marketing and Regulatory Programs Dr. Chuck Lambert followed with a status report on efforts to reopen U.S. beef markets globally including Japan, Korea, China, Russia, Taiwan and Hong Kong. He also gave a detailed description of the process involved in obtaining an OIE risk classification for BSE and beef trade. Lastly, he discussed the regulatory process involved in full normalizing beef and cattle trade with Canada and Mexico. Of particular note during this discussion, he stated that he has received push back from China on beef trade due to the lack of normalization with Canada.
USMEF President and CEO Phil Seng followed with a presentation on market development efforts globally with specific mention of success stories in Egypt (regulatory change extending shelf-life requirements for dramatically improved liver trade), Mexico (the “good citizen/neighbor” campaign) and Japan (the “we care” campaign).

USMEF Chairman Dennis Erpelding gave an overview of the global and strategic planning process including efforts to optimize carcass value, improve market access, address global consumer issues and establish an industry image that builds trust.
A motion to adopt these committee priorities was made by Merrill Karlen and seconded by Ross Garwood. Motion passed.

Rich Otley of the CBB gave a quick overview and update of the CBB evaluation process.

NCBA Chief Economist Gregg Doud then gave a brief overview of trade policy efforts in Washington to get beef exports markets reopen and improve market access through the pending WTO negotiations, Korean FTA negotiations, Russia’s accession to the WTO and continuing efforts to establish a foothold in the EU.

Chairman Blair then opened the business session by reviewing the committee’s sunsetting policies. IM 2.9 2002 Support for Trade was amended by Alan Albright, seconded by Nevil Speer and passed. All other sunsetting resolutions were allowed to expire.
IM 2.9

2007/Amended

Support for Trade

WHEREAS, U.S. negotiators have proposed an aggressive World Trade Organization agenda for phasing out export subsidies and eliminating disparities in tariff levels and trade-distorting domestic supports,

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, NCBA endorses the Administration’s efforts to obtain a commercially meaningful trade package that creates a level playing field for agriculture.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, NCBA calls on Congress to renew Trade Promotion Authority.

A motion to accept the following interim policy passed during the summer meeting was made by John Gillcrist and seconded by Bob McCan.
IM 2.8

2007

Trade and Retaliatory Measures

WHEREAS, the U.S. trade deficit continues to grow, and

WHEREAS, the United States is now a net beef importer both in terms of tonnage and dollar

value, and

WHEREAS, other countries have closed their borders to U.S. beef products due to either

unscientific food safety concerns or incorrect paperwork, and
WHEREAS, a single U.S. shipment bound for export that fails to meet agreed upon requirements

should not be grounds for excluding U.S. beef and beef products,

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, NCBA shall use all necessary means to lobby the U.S.

Congress and Administration to pursue swift and appropriate trade retaliatory measures against

countries that implement such trade practices.

Bill Donald then moved to accept (second from Mike Brooks) the interim policy on U.S.A. Beef for U.S. Troops Serving Overseas. This was amended by John Neilson (second from Mike Brooks). The amendment and motion passed.

IM Interim Policy
U.S.A. Beef for U.S. Troops Serving Overseas

2006/New

WHEREAS, our United States Troops are serving overseas to protect U.S. citizens and interests domestically and worldwide, and

WHEREAS, the beef sourced from outside the U.S. is not subject to USDA inspection and does not meet the same quality standards as U.S. beef, and

WHEREAS, contractors may not always use U.S. sourced beef for supplying troops in Iraq and other U.S. bases overseas, 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, NCBA will work to require suppliers for our U.S. troops worldwide to provide U.S. produced beef.

Bill Donald from Montana then moved to accept a Country of Origin Labeling resolution that would replace IM 1.16. This was seconded by John Gillcrist and the motion passed.
IM 1.16

2003

Country of Origin Labeling Impacts

WHEREAS, many serious concerns about mandatory Country of Origin labeling have arisen since the passage of the 2002 Farm Bill, and
WHEREAS, there is increasing recognition about the many adverse aspects of Country of Origin labeling including the costs, benefits, and impact of Country of Origin labeling relative to tracking, auditing, verification, and compliance, and
WHEREAS, NCBA policy does not support mandatory labeling but remains in support of Country of Origin labeling that is voluntary and industry driven,

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, NCBA shall, with regard to implementation of mandatory Country of Origin labeling:

1. Request Congressional hearings to investigate the impact of Country of Origin labeling

2. Request USDA hold field hearings to increase awareness about Country of Origin labeling

3. Develop educational and informational messages to inform producers about Country of Origin

labeling

4. Work with state cattle associations and related groups to communicate this message.

Chairman Blair read the Oregon resolution regarding the Canadian Border and the Livestock Marketing Council’s resolution regarding Canadian Trade Guidelines.
An amendment to IM 1.17 “Opening Canadian Border to Live Cattle” was brought to the floor by Montana’s Bill Donald and seconded by Bob McCan. Motion passed.

IM 1.17

2007/Amended

Opening Canadian Border to Live Cattle

WHEREAS, the safety of the food supply for U.S. consumers is a top priority for the cattle

industry, and

WHEREAS, keeping out foreign animal diseases that could seriously damage the cattle industry is of concern, and

WHEREAS, USDA has developed a list of science-based factors to be used to evaluate the Bovine Spongiform Encephalopathy (BSE) risk from a region or country and to classify a region or country as a minimal BSE risk area,

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, NCBA supports USDA in its science-based approach to reestablishing cattle and beef trade with Canada while ensuring the protection of the U.S. consumers and the U.S. cattle herd.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, NCBA urges USDA to develop a permanent identification system for the importation of live cattle from Canada that is maintainable through harvest.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, NCBA urges USDA to develop an orderly market transition plan before additional beef and live cattle classes are eligible for import from Canada.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, NCBA shall work to ensure USDA bases trade agreements with all beef trading partners on the World Organization for Animal Health (OIE) standards to re-establish beef and beef by-product trade.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, NCBA requests USDA equalize its risk status with those set out by OIE based on sound scientific standards.

Bill McDonald moved and Alan Albright seconded a motion to accept IM 1.25 “U.S. Processed Beef for U.S. Troops Serving Overseas” as policy. Motion passed.
IM 1.25

2007

U.S. Processed Beef for U.S. Troops Serving

Overseas

WHEREAS, United States troops are serving overseas to protect domestic and international

interests of the United States, and

WHEREAS, contractors may not always use U.S. processed beef for supplying troops in Iraq and

other U.S. bases overseas,

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, NCBA will work to require suppliers for U.S. troops

worldwide to provide beef that is product of the United States.

The final piece of business involved a directive to staff asking them to print a list of Korean exports to the U.S. in an upcoming issue of the BBB. Motion passed.

Chairman Blair then asked for any other business that needs attention, and seeing none, adjourned the meeting at shortly after 4:00 p.m.
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