JOINT HUMAN NUTRITION RESEARCH COMMITTEE


2007 Cattle Industry Annual Convention and Trade Show

Nashville, Tennessee
February 2, 2007
Becky Walth, Chair

Richard Thorpe, MD, Vice Chair
MINUTES
Call to Order
Chairwomen, Becky Walth, called the meeting of the Joint Human Nutrition Research Committee to order at 11:30 am.

Committee members and guests were asked to introduce themselves. All present were encouraged to participate and ask questions. 

The agenda was presented for approval.
Motion made by Julia Rigby
Second by Frank Thomas
Approved

The minutes from the July 12, 2006, meeting of the committee were reviewed.

Motion made by Ginger Dudley
Seconded 
Approved

Research Update

Dr. Penny Kris-Etherton from The Pennsylvania State University gave an update on the BOLD (Beef in an Optimal Lean Diet) research study. This major study is designed to demonstrate that a healthy diet that frequently includes lean beef as part of a healthy diet has positive health endpoints. Dr. Kris-Etherton presented the rational, design and the timeline for the study which will be initiated in February 2007. A pilot study will be completed by January 2008, and the entire study will be completed by September 30, 2009. 
2007 Nutrition Research Discovery Symposium Update 

Shalene McNeill provided a summary of the Nutrition Research Discovery Symposium which was held on February 1, 2007. The major outcome was the consensus that  beef composition currently meets the national health guidelines, yet opportunities exist for enhancing beef’s nutrient composition.  This can be accomplished through animal management (breeding and feeding) and product development. Furthermore, the nutrient considerations for enhancing beef products include the ratio of saturated fat to monounsaturated fat, vitamins and minerals, and omega-3 enrichment.  Additionally, nutrition research examining the human health benefits of eating beef with an enriched or modified nutrient composition is currently extremely limited.
Al Svajgr commented that there should be scientific consensus on the health benefits of omega-3 fatty acids and science demonstrating beef is a viable delivery system for these fatty acids.  Promoting beef’s nutrition research findings in consumer advertising messages was discussed. Many present felt that current advertising leaves additional opportunity for nutrition messaging. 
Review FY2006-2007 Nutrition Research Program and Discuss FY 2008 Direction
Shalene McNeill gave a Nutrition Research Program update. The Beef Nutrition 2010 and the Nutrition Research roadmaps were presented and met with committee approval.  Nutrition Research RFP’s will be released this spring for emphasis in protein, saturated fat and nutrient analysis of beef cuts. 
Chairwoman, Walth, led discussion of the FY 2008 Priorities drafted by staff. Committee was in support of the priorities discussed. Priorities agreed upon were:

Nutrition Research Priorities

· Beef’s High Quality Protein in Optimal Health

· Weight Management

· Body Composition through the life cycle

· Higher protein dietary patterns and positive health outcomes

· High quality protein: animal vs. plant

· Beef’s Contribution as a Nutrient Rich Food to Diet Quality and Positive Health Outcomes (Nutrient Density)

· Nutrient Rich Foods Index an Improved Public Health Outcomes

· Consumption patterns/Beef’s Nutrients Are Nutrients of concern 

· Beef Lipids in Perspective

· Saturated fat (dose, dietary tolerance, relationship to protein level, health benefits, etc)  

· Beef’s trans fats

· Beef Nutrient Composition and Nutrient Database Improvement

· Analysis of existing beef cuts for USDA database and other research databases

· Improvement of beef’s nutrient composition
· Novel/Innovation Research
Vice Chairman, Thorpe, asked for a motion to accept the FY 2008 Priorities and Roadmaps presented. 

Motion made by Jack Cowley


Second by Doris Rush

Approved
Resolutions 
Chairman, Becky Walth asked for resolutions and none were presented.
Old Business/New Business 
Vice Chairman, Richard Thorpe opened the floor for Old Business and New Business and none were presented. 
Vice Chairman, Thorpe, asked for a motion to request that the Food Safety Research group do a review of literature on safety of hormones in beef and effect in humans. Much discussion occurred. The staff will communicate these concerns to the safety staff in the Research and Knowledge Management group. 
Adjournment

Motion by Frank Thomas


Second by Richard Thorpe


Approved
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