MINUTES

2007 Cattle Industry Annual Convention, Nashville, TN
JOINT INDUSTRY BEEF SAFETY COMMITTEE

Friday, February 2, 2007
Michael Engler, Ph.D., Chairman

Duane Theuninck, Ph.D. Vice Chairman

Call to order

Chairman Michael Engler called the meeting of the Joint Industry Beef Safety Committee to order. Chairman Engler introduced himself and welcomed committee members and guests to the Convention and to the meeting.  All attendees introduced themselves.
The Denver meeting agenda was reviewed and minutes from the 2006 Beef Industry Summer Conference were reviewed and approved by the committee.
Moved: Don Smith

Second: Keith Burgett

Approved

Fiscal Year 2006 and 2007 Program Update
Michelle Rossman reviewed the 2006 funded projects.  Currently there are 26 safety projects on-going.
Michelle Rossman reviewed the 2007 Authorization Requests.  54 proposals were received as a result of the RFP.  Funding decisions will be made in early March.  

Ms. Rossman invited all committee members to attend the 2007 Beef Industry Safety Summit being held February 28-March 2 in Dallas, TX.  

Presentations
Dr. Donald Sharp, Food Safety Officer, Centers for Disease Control, gave a presentation on CDC initiatives that are linked to the beef industry.  Dr. Sharp mentioned the reduction in illnesses linked to E. coli O157 and praised the beef industry for the efforts that have been made to reduce the risk of E. coli O157 in beef products.  Multi-drug resistant Salmonella in beef is a concern for CDC and Dr. Sharp outlined several focus areas that are being addressed.  These include culled dairy cows, the use of medicated milk replacer and the use of antimicrobials in the beef industry.  

Dr. Guy Loneragan, Feedlot Epidemiologist, West Texas A&M University, presented information on emerging beef safety threats.  These include non O157 EHECS, multi-drug resistant Salmonella and Clostridium difficile. Atypical BSE was also discussed since it can be perceived as a beef safety issue.  Dr. Loneragan stressed that many new challenges have arisen and the industry can’t be complacent in the beef safety research arena.  

Beef Safety Research Advisory Panel Report

Dr. Duane Theuninck presented a report on the recommended priority areas for beef safety research that were developed by the panel.  The tactical areas of high priority recommended for Fiscal Year 2008 are TSE Science, Emerging Issues, Pathogen Management, Beef Industry Food Safety Council and Dissemination/Education.  

The committee discussed the recommended research areas and approved the priorities as presented by the Committee.  

Moved: Todd Allen

Second: Joe Fuller

Approved

New Business

No new business was introduced. 
Adjournment
Moved: Jerry Jones

Second: Ralph Jones

Approved

Chairman Engler adjourned the meeting at 3:40 pm.
Respectfully
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