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Call to Order


Chairman Ken Stielow called the meeting to order at 9:10 a.m. and asked for self-introductions.

Members Present

Ken Stielow, Chairman

Robert Fountain, Jr.
Jay O’Brien



Dana Hauck
Dave Bateman



Neil Kayser
Laurie Bryant

Charles Miller
Virginia Coelho


Stan Zylstra
Al Svajgr, Ex-Officio
Members Absent


Sugie Sartwelle


Guests Present
Paul Hitch, NCBA


Laura Lickley, ID Beef Council
Richard Nielson, CBB

Todd Johnson, Kansas Beef Council

Lucinda Williams, CBB
Dee Likes, Kansas Livestock Association


Wayne Watkinson, Legal Counsel
Steve Taylor, Missouri Beef Industry Council

Kenneth Payne, USDA/AMS

Staff present

Charlotte Coates, CBB

Tom Ramey, CBB




Steve Barratt, CBB


Rich Otley, CBB




Diane Henderson, CBB

Monte Reese, CBB




Quorum

Chairman Stielow declared a quorum was present to conduct business.

Agenda

It was requested that the proposed revisions to the Acknowledgment Guidelines be added to the agenda following agenda Item #4 - Orientation.

Jay O’Brien moved and Neil Kayser seconded approval of the meeting agenda as amended.  Motion passed.

Minutes

Stan Zylstra moved and Dana Hauck seconded approval of the minutes of the February 1, 2006 meeting.  Motion passed.
Financial Report

Dave Bateman, CBB Secretary/Treasurer, asked the committee members if they had any questions about the Beef Board’s financial statements for the period ending February 2006 since they had already heard his presentation of the financial statements during the Operating Committee meeting.  Laurie Bryant commented that import assessments should slow down since Australia, New Zealand and other countries would be sending more product to the Pacific Rim countries.
Welcome, Orientation, Question/Answer Session for New Executive Committee Members


Chairman Stielow welcomed the new Executive Committee members:



Laurie Bryant, Importer
Robert Fountain, Jr., GA


Virginia Coelho, CA

Neil Kayser, WA



Dana Hauck, KS  

Charles Miller, KY

Mr. Watkinson reminded the Committee of the importance of keeping certain information confidential, specifically those items discussed in Executive Session.

Monte Reese reviewed the Executive Committee Handbook which included Executive Committee policies and procedures and explained the Executive Committee’s primary responsibility was to act on behalf of the full Board between meetings of the full Board and within policies and guidelines established by the full Board.

Tom Ramey reviewed the policies and procedures regarding Qualified State Beef Councils with the Committee.
Revised Acknowledgement Guidelines


Monte Reese presented the document titled “Checkoff Funding Acknowledgement” intended to replace the existing “Acknowledgement Guidelines.”  This one-page document was developed after discussions between the CBB and NCBA officers and senior staff and would be submitted to USDA for its approval if the Executive Committee approved it.  

Charles Miller moved and Laurie Bryant seconded approval of the “Checkoff Funding Acknowledgement” document.  Discussion.


Jay O’Brien moved and Laurie Bryant seconded to amend the motion to revise the following statement:  “Clearly Credit the Producer” – change to “Clearly credit the producer and others whose checkoff dollars pay for the items and activities funded by the checkoff.”  Discussion.  Motion passed.  (Exhibit 1)


The original motion as amended passed.

Operating Committee Report


Chairman O’Brien reported the Operating Committee heard, discussed, and approved an extension request, heard a report from US Meat Export Federation, and heard presentations of the FY 2007 committee priorities and plans.
Executive Committee Subcommittee Reports


Administration Subcommittee Report – Charles Miller, chairman of the CBB Administration Subcommittee, reported that the subcommittee would review the winter meeting evaluations at its meeting in July.  
Status of State Marketing Plans

Steve Barratt reported Delaware’s marketing plan had not yet been received.  He reported letters had been written to the Delaware Beef Advisory Board in accordance with CBB procedures.  All other marketing plans had been received and reviewed for compliance.

Status of State Audit Reports


Tom Ramey reported he had granted extensions to Iowa and Maine.  He reported he had received a draft audit report from Vermont since the printing of the book.  He also indicated that Delaware was late in filing its audited financial statements and that a letter had been sent to the President/Acting Executive Director.
Brand or Trade Name Reference Report


Rich Otley presented partnership proposals which contained brand or trade name references for the following:

· Minnesota Beef Council requested approval for a sponsorship of a beef chef’s competition at the Upper Midwest Restaurant and Hospitality Show which featured Lombardi Brothers Meats and Sterling Silver brands of the Ranch Cut Steak, Flat Iron Steak, and Petite Tender. 

· Minnesota Beef Council requested approval for a promotion with Schwan Food Company and No Name Quality Meats.  The products were Schwan’s Quarter pound Beef Burger, 90% lean, irradiated for safety and No Name All-Beef Natural Casing Wieners.  

· Idaho Beef Council requested approval for a promotion with Golden Reserve Beef for product sampling of Beef Burgundy Steak, SteakBurger, All Beef Hot Dogs at the Home and Family Expo in Boise, Idaho.  
· Northeast Beef Promotion Initiatives requested approval for a promotion with Advance Brands.  The products referenced were the Fast Fixin’ Restaurant Style, Seasoned Philly Beef Steak and the Fast Fixin’ Restaurant Style, Fully Cooked Beef Burgers.  

Laurie Bryant moved and Virginia Coelho seconded to ratify these brand or trade name references for the Minnesota and Idaho promotions.  Motion passed.


Laurie Bryant recused himself from the discussion and vote on the Northeast Beef Promotion Initiatives.

Virginia Coelho moved and Charles Miller seconded to ratify the brand or trade name references in the Northeast Beef Promotion Initiatives.  Motion passed.
Litigation Update

Wayne Watkinson reported that a settlement agreement on the LMA Case had been reached.  He also reported Judge Kornmann in South Dakota signed the order for dismissal with prejudice.  As part of the settlement agreement, a survey of 8,000 producers would be conducted some time in the future.  He indicated that two plaintiffs still remain on the case.

He also reported CBB responded to an FOIA request in an importer case in the Court of International Trade that was being handled by USDA and the Department of Justice.

Mr. Watkinson also discussed some litigation issues with state commodity promotion programs (not necessarily beef) where state government agencies do not appoint members to the board or actively oversee activities of the state program.
Joint Committee Appointments

Tom Ramey reviewed the Joint Audit Committee purpose and procedures with the Executive Committee.

Jay O’Brien moved and Dave Bateman seconded to continue having the CBB representative on the Joint Audit Committee be a voting member, but recuse himself from voting on issues involving NCBA’s policies and procedures.  Discussion.  Motion passed.

Other Business


The next meeting is scheduled for June 8, 2006 in Amarillo, Texas.  

Charles Miller reported that the Administration Subcommittee had requested the development of the Beef Board Blog.  This blog was launched prior to the winter convention and to date had received 804 unique visitors to the website.

The committee went into executive session.

Adjourn


The meeting adjourned at 12:15 p.m. 
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