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“THE BEEF CHECKOFF TURNS 20” SERIES

TOPIC #6
BEEF CHECKOFF BROUGHT PRODUCERS TOGETHER IN COMMON GOAL

With Jan Lyons, 1996 Cattlemen’s Beef Board Chairman

ANNCR:    Increasing beef demand was just one of the ideas designers of the Beef Checkoff Program had when they put the effort together 20 years ago.  Jan Lyons is a beef producer from Manhattan, Kansas, and was the chairman of the Cattlemen’s Beef Board in 1996.  She says another goal was to bring producers together.
LYONS:   “The checkoff was a program everyone could get involved in to make that happen. It was basically an industry self-help program. 

Cut #1
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Outcue: "...self-help program."
ANNCR:     According to Lyons, it’s a process that’s open to all interested producers.
LYONS:    “It is an inclusive process and anyone who is involved in the industry is welcome at the table, including importers, certainly dairymen and beef producers alike.” 
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Outcue: "...beef producers alike."
ANNCR:     Those who are paying do have a say.
LYONS:    “If you are a producer and you pay the checkoff you have a voice at the table. The best way is to become involved is with your State Beef Council or state industry organization and have your ideas brought forward in that fashion. Or sit on one of the committees that are joint industry committees that set priorities for funding requests and set the priories and the direction for the program.” 
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Outcue: "...direction for the program."
ANNCR:    Lyons says her experience on the Beef Board and in the Beef Checkoff was extremely valuable.
LYONS:    “You meet a lot of people from around the country who all have a similar goal in mind and that’s to survive in the beef industry and to increase demand. So it’s really a pretty unique opportunity.” 
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Outcue: "...really a unique opportunity."
ANNCR:     If changes are to be made in the program, Lyons has some of her own requirements.
LYONS:   “Everyone participates and everyone benefits and I’d say that’s certainly one of the tenants as we look down the road and think about improvement. It’s a wonderful program—it far exceeded the expectations of what could be achieved through it. “
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Outcue: "...could be achieved through it."
In addition to her term as Beef Board Chairman, Lyons has served as president of the National Cattlemen’s Beef Association and in leadership positions in several other state and national organizations.
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The beef checkoff is administered by the Beef Board, with oversight provided by the U.S. Department of Agriculture. For more information, visit www.beefboard.org.  
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