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TOPIC #4
BEEF IMPORTERS: PULLING THE SAME WAGON
With Laurie Bryant, Meat Importers Council of America 
ANNCR: 
More than 20 years ago, a survey of beef producers found that U.S. cattlemen didn’t want beef importers to get a free ride when it came to paying for the beef checkoff. Laurie Bryant, executive director for the Meat Importers Council of America, says the beef checkoff was designed from the start so that importers pay their fair share.

BRYANT:    “Importers do play a big role in the checkoff and it’s because imported beef pays the same dollar as the domestic producer. And we’re happy to do that. But obviously, we want also to be sure there’s no taxation without representation and it’s been exciting the way we’ve been accepted.” 

Cut #1
:23

Outcue: "...we are accepted."
ANNCR:    Bryant says the monetary contribution to the checkoff by importers is significant.

BRYANT:    “Each year importers put in something like $8 million—it’s around 10 percent of the total checkoff, and that includes the amount the states keep of their 50 cents, so that’s a significant amount.”

Cut #2
:15

Outcue: "...a significant amount."
ANNCR:    According to Bryant, it’s been that way since the program began.

BRYANT:     “Importers have been involved right from the inception in 1986 and we’ve had a number of members on the Operating Committee, chairing different committees. And not only being members but leaders and that’s encouraging because it indicates that we are members of one team.” 

Cut #3
:22

Outcue: "...one team."
ANNCR:     Some producers have complained that imported beef is competing against U.S. product, but Bryant explains that isn’t always the case.

BRYANT:    “Imported beef has been primarily lean beef for manufacturing. It gets mixed with the fat trimmings from steers and heifers coming from the feedlots, that would otherwise have little value, and it adds a lot more value to those trimmings because they’re mixed to make hamburgers, hot dogs, meat balls and other items. So it’s actually contributing to improving demand for that part of the carcass that the domestic producer isn’t producing.”

Cut #4
:31

Outcue: "...producer isn’t producing."
Bryant also serves as chairman of the joint Foodservice Committee.  
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