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TOPIC #3
RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN NATIONAL, STATE PROGRAMS CRITICAL
With Richard Wortham, executive director, Texas Beef Council. 

ANNCR:    Many state beef councils were in existence before the mandatory Beef Checkoff Program began in October 1986. Early checkoff architects wanted to make sure that grassroots voices were never lost and so developed a process that kept states a strong part of the state/national partnership. 

WORTHAM:   “It’s important that the states and national work very closely together whether it’s the summer grilling campaign or beef training camp. It’s important for programs to be developed at the national level then it’s our job as State Beef Councils to see how we can implement and extend that message farther into the state. So state partnerships have always been very important to each of us because it enables us to maximize our resources and our time and give the producers the biggest bang for the buck when it comes to building beef demand.”

Cut #1  :30   


Outcue: “…..bang for the buck.” 

ANNCR:     From the beginning, states have controlled 50 cents of the checkoff dollar to address in-state projects and other projects as directed by the state board. They also support national and international checkoff efforts, giving twice the mileage to checkoff monies.  

WORTHAM:    “The reason why State Beef Councils are so important is that when the producers passed this program, they wanted to be sure to maintain state control. Each State Beef Council has the opportunity to keep 50 cents of that dollar and if they’re able to contribute additional funds voluntarily to the national effort, then that gives us the opportunity to have a producer represent, say the Texas Beef Council, on the Federation of State Beef Councils.” 

Cut #2   :40   


Outcue: “…Federation of State Beef Councils.” 
ANNCR:      Wortham says joint state and national issues management, especially on BSE, underscores the value of having strength in numbers, an element state beef councils bring to national checkoff initiatives. 
WORTHAM:   “I think over the last three to four years, and it probably doesn’t always get a lot of attention in the industry, is the work that was done on the state and national levels to be ready if the USDA ever had a BSE positive announcement. That to me really shows the strength of state and national, in speaking with one voice, one message and reassuring consumers about the safety of the U.S. beef supply.” 

Cut #3  :28     


Outcue: “….safety of the U.S. beef supply.” 

______

The Cattlemen’s Beef Board administers checkoff program efforts, subject to USDA approval.   For more information, visit www.beefboard.org 
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