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BEEF COOK-OFF BENEFITS FROM ADDED CHECKOFF FUNDING

With Diane Kirkbride, Wyoming beef producer and Beef Cook-Off Supporter

ANNCR:   For more than 30 years, the National Beef Cook-Off has been a proud program of the American National CattleWomen.  For the last 20 years, it has enjoyed support from the National Beef Checkoff to make it bigger and more effective.  Dianne Kirkbride, whose family ranches in Wyoming and who is a member of the Cattlemen’s Beef Board, says the Cook-Off’s beginnings were humble.
KIRKBRIDE:  “The national beef cook-off was founded in 1974 when cattlewomen got together with 13 amateur cooks for a total prize package of $800 dollars. And how the cook-off will have a prize package of $110,000 dollars, which is really exciting.” 
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Outcue: "...is really exciting."
ANNCR:   Kirkbride, who was involved with the Beef Cook-Off program for many years, says the program has been able to keep up with the times. 
KIRKBRIDE:   “In 1974, the prize-winning recipe was a brisket and it took 4 hours to prepare. We now focus on convenient, more family-oriented recipes that are more conducive to today’s lifestyle.” 
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Outcue: "...to today’s lifestyles."
ANNCR:    It’s the recipes developed by the amateur cooks that enter the Cook-Off that are it’s all about. 
KIRKBRIDE:  “We then take these recipes and, with the help of the media. Are able to get those recipes to a lot of people and encourage people to try new recipes. The other thing I think it helps us do is promote some of the new cuts of meat, some of the new products we have and show people who they can use them with the new recipes that have been developed.” 
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Outcue: "...have been developed."
ANNCR:   According to Kirkbride, it was the love of cooking that was the impetus for starting the Cook-Off in the first place.
KIRKBRIDE:  “Cattlewomen are wonderful cooks and want to promote their product and teach other people how to use it and all the wonderful things you can do with our products—and how you can come up with your own recipes at home and use them easily. I think that’s why cattlewomen are so excited about promoting this event, is to share that with the American public.” 
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Outcue: "...the American public."
 ANNCR:   Kirkbride says that the Beef Checkoff program has boosted the capabilities of the CattleWomen and their Cook-Off – as well as created other promotion opportunities for beef producers
KIRKBRIDE:  “It has allowed the beef industry to so many things, do a lot of research, develop new products—just do some of the things we wouldn’t be able to do if we didn’t have that extra funding. In the long run, we want to have people excited about our product and buy more beef.” 
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Outcue: "...and buy more beef.” 
The CattleWomen, whose organization was established in 1952, will hold its next Beef Cook-Off in September 2007.  
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