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TOPIC #15
DAIRY PRODUCERS A SIGNIFICANT PART OF BEEF CHECKOFF PICTURE

With Gary Sharp, South Dakota dairy and beef producer.
ANNCR:  As much as 20 percent of beef production in this country comes from dairy breeds.  Gary Sharp is a South Dakota dairy and beef producer, and is a member of the Cattlemen’s Beef Board.  He says one of the benefits of the Beef Checkoff Program in its 20-year history has been to educate both dairymen and traditional beef producers of the contributions from the dairy industry to beef production.   
SHARP:  “We’re coming to realize now, more and more, through checkoff programs, that dairy breeds are also beef cattle. When we sell out steers or bulls or cull cows, we’re not selling chicken, we’re selling beef. I think that’s becoming more evident, people are understanding it and accepting it after seeing what it’s done for them, which is to increase the value of that cow, increase the value of that steer.” 

Cut #1
:32

Outcue: "...value of that steer."
ANNCR:    Sharp, who has been active in youth efforts with the checkoff, says the industry can’t lose sight of the future.
SHARP:    “What we’re seeing is increasing in demand for younger people but it’s still pretty hard to put a thumb on it. But we have to continue to do it. If we let go now, other products are going to take over and that protein will be made center plate and we can’t afford that.” 

Cut #2
:17

Outcue: "...we can’t afford that."
ANNC:   According to Sharp, while you can’t always measure the results of a specific program, there is still value.
SHARP:   “We have to have some sort of self-help program. I might as well say it, the chicken industry isn’t going to promote and support our product, just as Coca Cola isn’t going to promote and support the dairy industry. We’ve gotta do it ourselves. Sure, there’s been some problems and there may be some down the road, but all in all, the checkoff program is one of the greatest things ag producers—that  beef producers—in the  United States have done for themselves.” 

Cut #3
:32

Outcue: "...has done for themselves."
ANNCR:   Whether a dairyman or a traditional beef producer, Sharp thinks moving in a single direction can create benefits for everyone.
SHARP:    “Down the road I’d like to challenge every beef producer in the country to get together. Sure, we have some questions about how things should or shouldn’t be done. But just remember, the checkoff is a self-help program, to sell more product, and the bottom line is more profitability.” 

Cut #4
:15

Outcue: "...is more profitability."
Sharp is involved in a fifth generation diversified farming and feeding operation near Aberdeen, South Dakota.  His wife, Donna, is active in Dairy Checkoff efforts, and has also been a member of the Cattlemen’s Beef Board.
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