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TOPIC #14
SOLID NUTRITION NEWS IS GOOD NEWS FOR BEEF CHECKOFF PROGRAM

ANNCR:   Beef provides great nutrition for American diets.  But Americans didn’t always think so. Wade Zimmerman, a member of the Cattlemen’s Beef Board and Colorado beef producer, has been a volunteer leader on nutrition. He says the checkoff got started, in part, because of how consumers felt about how beef affected their health. 
ZIMMERMAN:   “20 years ago, that was the issue. That’s where we lost our demand and all of a sudden, found ourselves sort of flat-footed and everybody all of a sudden thought beef was not a good thing to eat. 20 years later, is nutrition at the forefront? Absolutely. We still work mightily to change perceptions of consumers so they’ll know beef is a very healthy, nutritional product for them to eat.” 

Cut #1
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Outcue: "...for them to eat."
ANNCR:   According to Zimmerman, all of the nutrition efforts conducted through the checkoff have been based on research.
ZIMMERMAN:  “Without that research, we don’t have as much of a story to tell, so 20 years ago, we put emphasis on spending checkoff dollars for research.  What do we have? We’ve got something that tastes mighty good but where do we stand? We spent lots and lots of dollars doing the research that was credible—and what we found out is that we do have a nutritious product.”  
Cut #2
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Outcue: "...a very healthy product."
ANNCR:  The beef checkoff program doesn’t always have to tell its own story.
ZIMMERMAN:   “We took that research and we went to what we call third party health influencers. We have partnered with American Dietetic Association, the heart association, and a group of 10  very dynamic professional women in the health field. We took that research to them and had it not been believable, credible, we could not have formed the valuable partnerships that we rely so heavily on.” 

Cut #3
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Outcue: "...rely so heavily on."
ANNCR:     Zimmerman says with its research in hand, the industry has a lot going for it.
ZIMMERMAN:   “That works only if we bring forth credible research. These are organizations, I believe, that are a big part of the success.  They work with integrity. They like the beef industry. 

Cut #4
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Outcue: "...like the beef industry."
Zimmerman is a stocker/feeder in La Junta, Colorado. 
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The Beef Checkoff Program is administered by the Cattlemen’s Beef Board, with oversight provided by the U.S. Department of Agriculture. For more information, visit www.beefboard.org.
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