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TOPIC #13
CHECKOFF FUNDS DRIVE STRIDES IN BEEF SAFETY

  With Mike Engler, Texas feedlot operator and chairman, Beef Safety Committee  

ANNCR:    Since a 19-million-pound ground beef recall in 1992 due to E. coli O157:H7, the beef checkoff has invested more than $20 million in safety research and implementation, which has resulted in large-scale safety successes. For example, through checkoff research, the incidence of E. coli O157:H7 has been reduced by 80 percent in the past five years, according to Mike Engler, a Texas feedlot operator and chairman of the Beef Safety Committee.    

ENGLER:   “I’ll tell you that I think in the early days, the leadership that put checkoff dollars into research on interventions in the packing plant—they had it right. That was where most of the cattle congregated, they go though very few packing plants in the United States, so you could install equipment.” 

Cut #1    :26              

Outcue: “:…..put in equipment.” 

ANNCR:   The checkoff-funded Beef Industry Safety Council brought together leaders from all segments of the production chain to confront safety issues head-on. Engler says 90 percent of processing facilities today use safety practices developed with checkoff funds, illustrating the power of a committed, unified industry effort.   
ENGLER:   “Obviously, when you have a united front on an issue like this, or any issue we might face as an industry when it comes to the consumer’s confidence in our product, you can see that we get a lot more done when we work together.” 

Cut #2 : 25                

Outcue: “..when we work together.” 

ANNCR:   Checkoff safety studies at pre-harvest and processing levels have resulted in as much as 10 times—perhaps nearly all—the amount of research that was being done in this area in the early 1990s. 

ENGLER:   “That’s been huge. Checkoff dollars have been used consistently and in great volume into beef safety research. We spent dollars in the early days where it needed to be spent, on interventions in the packing plant, and we’ve spent a lot of money in the last few years on pre-harvest. All these researchers today, and by good measure, were always thanking the checkoff for funding.”  

Cut #3  :25         

Outcue: “…thanking the checkoff for funding. ” 
_________________
The Beef Checkoff Program is administered by the Cattlemen’s Beef Board, with oversight from the U.S. Department of Agriculture. For more information, visit www.beefboard.org 
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