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LEGISLATION LAID FOUNDATION FOR SOLID BEEF CHECKOFF PROGRAM
With Wayne Watkinson, attorney for Cattlemen’s Beef Board

ANNCR:    When it was developed 20 years ago, the Beef Checkoff Program had significant history to build on – not the least of which was two checkoff referenda that failed in previous years.  Attorney Wayne Watkinson helped draft the original legislation in 1985, and says that because there were many state beef councils already collecting an in-state checkoff, working with these groups was a natural.
WATKINSON:   “…Maintain one collection system, have the State Beef Councils collect the funds and remit half to the Cattlemen’s Beef Board was really a system that precluded two collection systems and, quite frankly, if the producers had had to pay two different boards – I think would have led to a revolt.” 
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Outcue: "...led to a revolt."
ANNCR:  Watkinson says drafters of the legislation were well aware of producer wants in terms of a checkoff.
WATKINSON:   “We looked at what was positive, what had been tried in past programs, we looked at what producers liked – state and local control over a lot of the money—and we included those things in the program. What they didn’t like was a very complex assessment mechanism -- percent of value -- it was difficult to identify what the assessment was on each head. We went to a much simpler collection system and I think we were able to show people that we could collect the assessment and maintain some state and local control.” 
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Outcue: "...state-local control."
ANNCR:    According to Watkinson, though it had a foundation, the checkoff started from scratch.
WATKINSON:   “There was no national staff and it was basically run in the first five months by producer volunteers.” 
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Outcue: "...by producer volunteers."
ANNCR:    A constitutional challenge to the Beef Checkoff that rose all the way to the Supreme Court tested the program’s mettle.
WATKINSON:    “What I think the victory at the Supreme Court showed was that we’d put together a program that was constitutional. We had followed the rules. We implemented a program according to the guidelines in the order and the act—had we not done that, I think the Supreme Court would have closed up shop. But because there was producer oversight in determining the programs and USDA oversight in the determining the messages—the program was constitutional and withstood the challenges.” 
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Outcue: "...withstood the challenges."
Watkinson continues to serve as counsel to the Cattlemen’s Beef Board and other checkoff programs.  
______

The beef checkoff is administered by the Beef Board, with oversight provided by the U.S. Department of Agriculture. For more information, visit www.beefboard.org. 
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