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CENTENNIAL, Colo. (August 2006) – The National Beef Checkoff will celebrate its 20th anniversary this year. The program was established by an Act in the 1985 Farm Bill, while assessments began on Oct. 1, 1986. In 1987, a referendum to continue this self-help marketing and research program was approved by 79 percent of U.S. producers.
The checkoff assesses $1 per head on the sale of live domestic and imported cattle, in addition to a comparable assessment on imported beef and beef products. States retain up to 50 cents on the dollar and forward the other 50 cents per head to the Cattlemen’s Beef Promotion and Research Board, which administers the national checkoff program, subject to USDA approval
This media kit has been produced in recognition of this 20-year milestone and contains  news releases, a poster, visuals and audio interviews with 20 producers and other industry leaders, reflecting on important checkoff achievements over the years. 
For more information on the Beef Board, volunteers and checkoff programs, visit www.beefboard.org. 
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