BEEF CHECKOFF 20TH ANNIVERSARY MEDIA KIT CONTENTS 

1. Introduction to 20th media kit/contacts 

2. 20th Anniversary news releases 
a. Basic release 

b. History release 

c. The checkoff’s Top 20 achievements release 
3. Beef Checkoff Audio News 

“The Beef Checkoff Turns 20” Series 

     In addition to print releases, this electronic kit includes brief audio interviews with producers, industry leaders and researchers, recounting the beginning of the mandatory beef checkoff and some of its milestones over the past 20 years.  

Audio Files/Releases: 
* Topic 1                       Jo Ann Smith, first Cattlemen’s Beef Board chair, on the 

                                          checkoff framework  

* Topic 2                       Jo Ann Smith, early checkoff goals 

* Topic 3                       Richard Wortham, executive director, Texas Beef Council, 
                                          on state/national relationships

* Topic 4                       Laurie Bryant, Meat Importers Council of America, on 

                                          importers’ role in checkoff 

* Topic 5                       Jay O’Brien, current chair, Cattlemen’s Beef Board, on funding
                                         checkoff programs 

 * Topic 6                       Jan Lyons, former Cattlemen’s Beef Board chair, on the 

                                         checkoff’s role in giving producers a common goal 

*Topic 7                        Larry Jones, chairman, Federation Division, National Cattlemen’s 

                                          Beef Association, on state federation role in checkoff 

* Topic 8                       Dave Bateman, producer and Cattlemen’s Beef Board 

                                          Treasurer on funding decisions 

* Topic 9                       Chris Calkins, University of Nebraska and Dwaine Johnson,

                                          University of Florida, on the checkoff’s impact on muscle 

                                          profiling 

* Topic 10                     Wayne Watkinson, Cattlemen’s Beef Board attorney, on    

                                         the legal foundations for the checkoff 

* Topic 11                     Jim Mullins, Iowa producer, on the first Long Range 
                                           Planning Committee 

* Topic 12                     Phil Seng, U.S. Meat Export Federation, on the checkoff’s 

                                           importance to exportation and international markets

* Topic 13                     Mike Engler, Texas feedlot operator and chairman, Beef 

                                           Safety Committee, on checkoff safety investments and 

                                           successes   

* Topic 14                     Wade Zimmerman, Colorado producer and member, Cattlemen’s 

                                           Beef Board, on the marketing value of checkoff-funded 

                                           nutrition research 

* Topic 15                      Gary Sharp, South Dakota dairy and beef producer, on the 

                                           dairy industry’s role in the checkoff 

* Topic 16                      Ed Lord, Montana producer, on first Cattlemen’s Beef 

                                           Board meetings, 1986 

* Topic 17                      Diane Kirkbride, Wyoming producer, on the successful and   

                                           long history of the checkoff-funded Beef Cook-Off standing 

* Topic 18                      Bill Mies, technical advisor to the Beef Quality Assurance 

                                            Program, on the importance of checkoff funding to the 
                                            BQA efforts across the country 
* Topic 19                     John Huston, formerly of the Beef Industry Council, the 

                                            National Live Stock and Meat Board, on how market 

                                             forces shaped the checkoff 

* Topic 20                     Monte Reese, chief operating officer, Cattlemen’s Beef 

                                             Board, on the checkoff’s productive past and promising   

                                             future  

4.   Various Photos                                              
