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Call to Order


Chairman Jay O’Brien called the meeting to order at 9:05 a.m. 

Members Present

Jay O’Brien, Chairman

Dick Nock

Al Svajgr



Sugie Sartwelle

Ken Stielow



Don Stewart

Carl Crabtree

Dave True

Richard Nielson


Lucinda Williams

Nelson Curry, Ex-Officio
Stan Zylstra

Guests Present
Jerry King, CBB


Tom West, Wyoming Stockgrowers
Charles Miller, CBB


Laurie Bryant, CBB

Bill Rishel, CBB


Steve Hailey, Former CBB Chairman

Charles Miller, CBB


Virginia Coehlo, CBB

Ron Allen, CBB


Dan Peterson, CBB

Neil Kayser, CBB


Dave Bateman, CBB

Jennifer Utz, USDA


Kenny Payne, USDA
Barry Carpenter, USDA

Wayne Watkinson, Legal Counsel

Staff present

Diane Henderson, CBB

Scott Stuart, NLPA



Charlotte Coates, CBB

Tom Ramey, CBB





Rich Otley, CBB


Steve Barratt, CBB

Monte Reese, CBB




Quorum

Chairman O’Brien declared a quorum was present to conduct business.

Agenda

Lucinda Williams moved and Dick Nock seconded approval of the meeting agenda as mailed.  Motion passed.

Minutes

Lucinda Williams moved and Stan Zylstra seconded approval of the minutes of the meeting of September 22, 2005 as amended.  Motion passed.

Financial Report

Ken Stielow, CBB Secretary/Treasurer, presented the Beef Board’s financial statements for the period ending December 2005.  He reported assessment revenues were down, import revenues were up, and interest revenues were up compared to the previous year.  

Action to Affirm Immediate Past CBB Chairman’s Service

Stan Zylstra moved and Dick Nock seconded to accept the recommendation to invite immediate past CBB Chairman Al Svajgr to participate in all 2006 Executive Committee meetings in an advisory, non-voting capacity.  Motion passed.
Executive Committee Subcommittee Report


Administration Subcommittee Report – Charles Miller, Chairman of the CBB Administration Subcommittee, reported the subcommittee heard a report on the summer meeting evaluations, an update on the FY 2006 Administration budget, and a litigation update.  The subcommittee recommended, by consensus, that CBB staff coordinate meeting evaluation results with the Federation of State Beef Councils and NCBA.  The subcommittee also recommended that a welcome letter, from the Beef Board Chairman inviting all registered attendees to go to any and/or all committee meetings and other meetings, be included in the meeting registration confirmation mailing.  Mr. Miller also reported on the creation of the CBB Meeting Blog by Diane Henderson and ZimComm.  Posting of CBB meeting results would be taking place throughout the winter convention.

Lucinda Williams moved and Sugie Sartwelle seconded to receive the CBB Administration Subcommittee report and recommendations.  Motion passed.
Status of State Beef Councils

Steve Barratt reported all marketing plans received had been reviewed for compliance with the Act & Order, except for Delaware.  Delaware was granted a time extension.  He also reported letters had been written to the Delaware Beef Advisory Board in accordance to CBB procedures.
Status of State Audit Reports


Tom Ramey reported he had received reports from Maryland, Mississippi, Nebraska, New York, and Texas since the printing of the book.  He also reported that Delaware, Georgia, Illinois, Iowa, Maine, Oklahoma, and Virginia had been granted additional time extensions.  
Compliance Report

Steve Barratt reported that USDA was currently pursuing three non-compliance cases.
Brand or Trade Name Reference Report


Rich Otley presented partnership proposals which contained brand or trade name references for the following:

National Promotion

· National Cattlemen’s Beef Association requested approval for a partnership with Quizno’s Master LLC to promote Quizno’s new Prime Rib and Peppercorn Sub Sandwich. 

State Promotions

· Minnesota Beef Council requested approval for a retail promotion with Mackenthuns County Market in Waconia, Minnesota, offering samples of grilled steak.  

· Minnesota Beef Council requested approval for an education project on food safety and food irradiation serving Schwan’s Irradiated beef patties at the 2006 Cattle Industry Annual Trade Show.  

· Iowa Beef Industry Council requested approval for a co-marketing grant with Corner Store Foods to promote the Corner Store® brand fresh ground beef.   

· Minnesota Beef Council requested approval for an education project on food safety and food irradiation serving Omaha Steaks irradiated beef patties at the 2006 Cattle Industry Annual Trade Show.

Carl Crabtree moved and Lucinda Williams seconded to ask that a CBB officer visit with Ron Eustice, Executive Director of the Minnesota Beef Council, to express the Executive Committee’s concern over the perception of attempting to influence leadership by serving irradiated beef at the NCBA trade show.  Motion passed.


Al Svajgr moved and Richard Nielson seconded to ratify these brand or trade name references for these promotions.  Motion passed.

Litigation Update

Wayne Watkinson reported that the Charter Case in Montana had been dismissed with prejudice and discussions were ongoing between LMA, CBB, and the Department of Justice on the LMA case.  He also reported CBB was responding to an FIOA request in an importer case in the International Court of Trade that was being handled by USDA and the Department of Justice.
Other Business


Beef Demand Index


Rich Otley reported beef demand had dipped slightly in 2005, compared to 2004, but overall was up more than 20% since 1998.

Producer Attitude Survey Results and CBB Blog

Diane Henderson, Communications Manager, reported the most recent Producer Attitude Survey indicated producer support for the $1-per-head beef checkoff program was at 73 percent, which was in line with previous surveys in July and January of 2005.

Carl Crabtree invited Executive Committee members to attend the Joint Advisory Evaluation Committee meeting on Wednesday, February 1 at the Convention Center.


Diane Henderson reported on the creation of the CBB Blog at www.beefboardmeeting.com.  The Blog was created to offer producers ready access to agendas for checkoff meetings and reports from those meetings as quickly as possible after each meeting ends, as well as minutes of the last meeting of the checkoff committees.  A reply option would be posted with each agenda or meeting report, so producers who were not able to attend the convention had an opportunity to send messages to Beef Board leaders or committee representatives immediately before, during and after the meeting.  


Report on Executive Committee Calls


Chairman O’Brien called on each member of the Executive Committee to review feedback from calls to Beef Board members.  

Checkoff Working Group Report

Mike Vache, Vice Chairman of the Federation of State Beef Councils, presented a report from the Federation Working Group.


Future Date for Executive Committee Meeting


Chairman O’Brien reported the next meeting would be on March 16 in Kansas City, MO.

The committee went into executive session.

Adjourn


The meeting adjourned at 11:40 a.m. 
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