MINUTES

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

BEEF PROMOTION AND RESEARCH BOARD

RENAISSANCE DENVER HOTEL
DENVER, COLORADO
March 15, 2007
Call to Order

Chairman Dave Bateman called the meeting to order at 10:25 a.m. 

Members Present
Dave Bateman, Chairman
Neil Kayser
Laurie Bryant
Charles Miller 
Virginia Coelho
Jay O’Brien, Ex-Officio 
Dana Hauck
Mark Riechers
Don Hullman
Ken Stielow
Tom Jones

Members Absent
Sugie Sartwelle

Guests Present
Jack Cowley, CBB
Kenny Payne, USDA
Glenn Eberly, CBB
Richard Rossier, Legal Council
Merrill Karlen, CBB
Craig Shackelford, USDA
Staff present
Steve Barratt, CBB 

Cheri Delgado, CBB
Kendal Frazier, NCBA 


Lynn Heinze, USMEF


Diane Henderson, CBB
Rick Husted, NCBA

Debbie Kaylor, NCBA

Rich Otley, CBB


Mark Thomas, NCBA
Tom Ramey, CBB
Monte Reese, CBB

Scott Stuart, NLPA

Mary Young, NCBA

Quorum
Chairman Bateman declared a quorum was present to conduct business.

Agenda
Don Hullman moved and Virginia Coelho seconded approval of the meeting agenda as mailed.  Motion passed.

Welcome, Orientation, Question/Answer Session for New Executive Committee Members
Chairman Bateman asked for self introductions.

The three new Executive Committee members were recognized:


Tom Jones, AR; Don Hullman, KS; and Mark Riechers, WI.

Mr. Bateman asked that any changes or edits to the committee contact list be given to Cheri.

Monte Reese provided an orientation and reviewed the policies and procedures in the Executive Committee Handbook.

Richard Rossier reviewed the fiduciary responsibilities of Executive Committee members, especially disclosure of any potential conflicts of interest.  Mr. Rossier reminded members that confidentiality of Executive Sessions of the Executive Committee should be observed rigorously.

Minutes
Tom Jones moved and Laurie Bryant seconded a motion to approve the minutes of the January 31, 2007 meeting as presented.  Motion passed.

Financial Report

Neil Kayser, CBB Secretary/Treasurer, presented the Beef Board’s financial statements for the period ending February 2007.  He reported that domestic assessments were down 2 percent and import assessments were down 18 percent.
Jay O’Brien requested that the committee jump to item #12 on the agenda, Acknowledgement Guidelines, to accommodate the schedules of the large number of guests present for that discussion. 
Acknowledgement Guidelines
Monte Reese presented the guidelines as revised at the January meeting, and the written feedback received from contractors and other interested organizations in response to the proposed revision.

Rick Husted reported feedback from the National Cattlemen’s Beef Association perspective.  Handouts of examples explaining NCBA’s requests for exceptions to the acknowledgement guidelines were given to committee members with comments from Kendal Frazier, NCBA, and Mary Young, NCBA.   Discussion.
Laurie Bryant moved and Mark Riechers seconded approval of the phrase “on behalf of” for the Protein Summit flyer.

Jay O’Brien moved and Tom Jones seconded a motion to table the motion on the floor for further discussion and review of additional examples.  Motion passed.

Additional pieces were distributed by Ms. Young to the committee for approval.  Discussion.

Recess for lunch at 12:05 p.m.

Meeting reconvened at 1:00 p.m.

Jay O’Brien moved and Tom Jones seconded a motion to bring Laurie Bryant’s motion off the table.  Motion passed.  Discussion.

Ken Stielow moved and Mark Riechers seconded a motion to go into Executive Session.  Motion passed.  Meeting went into Executive Session at 1:05 p.m.  

Meeting came out of Executive Session at 1:45 p.m.
Laurie Bryant moved and Mark Riechers seconded a motion that the Executive Committee approve the use of the phrase for sponsorships when used with the Nutrition and Health Professionals audience, ‘The Beef Checkoff through the National Cattlemen’s Beef Association (or NCBA)’ and that such a phrase be used for similar publications if there is not a place where contact information can be used.  If contact information can be used, identify the Beef Checkoff and state: “For more information contact . . . .”  However, this is not a long term approval.  The Executive Committee encourages NCBA to develop a better way of identifying itself and come back to the Executive Committee with a new recommendation.  Motion passed.

Jay O’Brien moved and Laurie Bryant seconded a motion to change the wording from “will” to “may” in the last sentence of the acknowledgment guidelines which were revised in January.  Motion passed.

Without any objections, by consensus, it was so ordered that “preferably” be changed to “if possible” in the methodology section of the acknowledgement guidelines.   The revised acknowledgement guidelines are attached as Exhibit 1.
Acknowledgement Examples
Monte Reese presented examples of items needing Executive Committee endorsement for payment.
Jay O’Brien moved and Don Hullman seconded a motion that the Executive Committee, with the understanding that the documents were produced only to portray the marketing environment for beef, the Executive Committee endorses payment of the Edleman presentation.  Motion passed.

Operating Committee Report
Ken Stielow reviewed the Operating Committee meeting which Executive Committee members had attended.
Executive Committee Subcommittee Report

Administration Subcommittee Report – Charles Miller, Chairman of the CBB Administration Subcommittee, commented on the critiques of the winter meeting which were printed in the book.  He suggested moving the Administration Subcommittee meeting to the night before the Executive Committee meeting to avoid rushing through both agendas.  

Mr. Stielow thanked Charles Miller for his excellent service as chairman of the CBB Administration Subcommittee.  
Diane Henderson addressed the blog activity and web traffic report printed in the book.  There was an 848 percent growth in unique visitors to the Beef Board meeting blog in the last year.

Status of State Marketing Plans
Steve Barratt reported all marketing plans received had been reviewed for compliance with the Act & Order.   He gave a brief description of the pieces required within each submitted marketing plan.  Delaware has a current issue in their formatting, but Mr. Barratt is working with them and does not anticipate further problem.
Status of State Audit Reports

Tom Ramey reported that Delaware and Maine had been granted time extensions.  CBB had received financial information from Vermont since the printing of the meeting book.  
Brand or Trade Name Reference Report

Rich Otley presented partnership proposals which contained brand or trade name references for the following:
State Promotions

· New York Beef Industry Council requested approval for a promotion with Jones Dairy Farm and their Jones Dairy Farm Beef Breakfast Sausage.  (Pages 58-61)

· Minnesota Beef Council requested approval for a sponsorship of a beef chef’s competition at the Upper Midwest Restaurant and Hospitality Show which featured Lombardi Brothers Meats and Sterling Silver brands of the Ranch Cut Steak, Flat Iron Steak, and Petite Tender.  (Pages 62-65)

· Washington State Beef Commission requested approval for a promotion with AB Foods during the Bloomsday Tradeshow, featuring their Double R Ranch Quick Chef steaks.  (Pages 66-70)

· Washington State Beef Commission requested approval for a promotion with AB Foods during the Taste of Washington, featuring their Double R Ranch NW beef.  (Pages 71-75)

· Washington State Beef Commission requested approval for a promotion with Haggen/TOP Foods for National Nutrition Month to promote delicious lean beef to consumers.  (Pages 76-77)

Mr. Otley further reported that all State Executives were recently reminded of the approval requirement and guidelines for brand or trade name references.

Ken Stielow moved and Neil Kayser seconded a motion to ratify the brand or trade name references for these promotions.  Motion passed.

Joint Group Committee Leadership Appointments
Ken Stielow reported on the appointments agreed upon for the joint leadership positions.

Neil Kayser moved and Dana Hauck seconded approval of the joint committee leadership selections.  Motion passed.
Office Relocation Update
Tom Ramey reported that the move is progressing more slowly than hoped, though the targeted move date is still early to mid-April.

Other Business

USDA Section 610 Review

Monte Reese distributed proposed comments to USDA from the Beef Board for the Section 610 Review.  Mr. Reese mentioned that anyone, whether individual or organization, may submit comments on or before March 19, 2007.  Comments which have been submitted can be viewed at the following web address: http://www.regulations.gov/fdmspublic/component/main. 
Neil Kayser moved and Don Hullman seconded a motion to submit the comments as presented.  Motion passed.  Comments are attached as Exhibit 2.
Chairman Stielow announced the next meeting to be held the week of May 14th in Denver, Colorado.

The committee went into executive session at 2:45 p.m.  
Cheri Delgado was excused at 2:50 p.m.  
Monte Reese and Tom Ramey were excused at 3:35 p.m.
Adjourn

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned. 
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