MINUTES

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

BEEF PROMOTION AND RESEARCH BOARD

GRAND SIERRA RESORT HOTEL
RENO, NEVADA
FEBRUARY 6, 2008
Call to Order

Chairman Dave Bateman called the meeting to order at 7:40 a.m. 

Members Present
Dave Bateman




Laurie Bryant


Virginia Coelho


Dana Hauck
Don Hullman

Tom Jones

Neil Kayser

Charles Miller

Jay O’Brien

Mark Reichers

Sugie Sartwelle

Ken Stielow

Guests Present
Jeff Clausen, CBB

Virginia Davis, CBB

Dan Dierschke, CBB

Robert Fountain, Jr., CBB

Randall Jones, USDA

Daryl Berlier Owen, CBB

Kenny Payne, USDA

Jennifer Porter, USDA

T.B. Porter, CBB

Dina Reitzel, New Mexico Beef Council
Richard Rossier, Legal Counsel
Don Stewart, CBB

Lucinda Williams, CBB

Myron Williams, CBB

Chuck Zimmerman, Web blogger

Staff present
Steve Barratt, CBB 


Cheri Delgado, CBB
Lynn Heinze, CBB 



Diane Henderson, CBB
Angie Olejnik, CBB

Rich Otley, CBB

Tom Ramey, CBB

Melissa Slagle, CBB

Call to Order
Chairman Dave Bateman called the meeting to order at 7:40 am and asked for self-introductions.
Quorum
Chairman Bateman declared a quorum was present to conduct business.  Mr. Bateman recognized
Jay O’Brien, CBB Nominating Committee Chair, who presented a report of the nominees selected by the Nominating Committee.
Agenda
Charles Miller moved and Virginia Coelho seconded approval of the meeting agenda as mailed.  Motion passed.

Minutes
Tom Jones moved and Mark Reichers seconded a motion to approve the minutes of the September 18-20, 2007 meeting and the November 26, 2007 conference call as presented. Motion passed.

Financial Report

Neil Kayser, CBB Secretary/Treasurer, presented the Beef Board’s financial statements for the three months ending December 2007.  He reported domestic assessment revenues had increased by $70 thousand, to $9.7 million compared to the amount collected last year and interest revenues had increased by 3% as a result of the continued rise in interest rates during 2007.  The Beef Board staff will continue to monitor assessment revenues and may need to adjust the budget later in the year if assessment collections continue to decline.
Executive Committee Subcommittee Report

Administration Subcommittee Report – Mark Riechers, Chairman of the CBB Administration Subcommittee, presented a synopsis of the summer meeting evaluation highlights:  continuation of cooperative efforts with the dairy industry; recommendation by the subcommittee to distribute the chairman’s welcome letter for the next meeting to industry publications and local media; and a request that presentations and Beef Board bio’s be placed on the web blog.  Mr. Riechers also reported the subcommittee’s positive comments about the weekly Checking in on the Checkoff email.   
Status of State Marketing Plans
Steve Barratt reported that all marketing plans received had been reviewed for compliance with the Act & Order.  
Status of State Audit Reports

Angie Olejnik reported that Arizona, Delaware, North Dakota, Oklahoma, and Utah had been granted time extensions.    
Brand or Trade Name Reference Report

Rich Otley presented partnership proposals which contained brand or trade name references for the following:

National Promotion

· Schwan Food Company Home Delivery segment requested approval for the use of the Beef Check to support their effort to increase beef demand.  (Pages 77-81)

· Northeast Beef Promotion Initiative requested approval for a partnership with Charlie Brown’s Steakhouse. (Pages 82-86)

State Promotions

· Nebraska Beef Council requested approval for a partnership with Hy-Vee, Inc.  

(Pages 87-90)

· Washington State Beef Commission requested approval for a promotion with Q’doba Mexican Grill  (Pages 91-94)
· Pennsylvania Beef Council requested approval for a partnership with Catelli Brothers Veal & Lamb (Pages 95-100)

Sugie Sartwelle moved and Laurie Bryant seconded a motion to ratify the brand or trade name references for these promotions.  Motion passed.

Evaluation and Planning Update 

Chairman Bateman recognized Rich Otley who reported on the recent recommendation implemented by the Beef Demand Study Group II: the use of All-Fresh data in the index calculation instead of USDA Choice Retail—All-Fresh data considers all quality grades of beef; current analysis of the demand shifts for major primals; and inclusion of value-per-head in the index data.  The Evaluation Committee was also involved in the development and implementation of the Beef Consumer Index, and has reformatted the FY 2007 year-end evaluation report to improve readability.
Tom Ramey reported that the Evaluation Committee recently hired Kansas State University to conduct a new Beef Demand Determinant Study which is due for preliminary completion in November 2008.  Since the study results will help State Beef Councils (SBC’s) better invest their checkoff dollars, the Evaluation Committee directed Beef Board staff to request funding contributions toward the study from them.  Five SBC’s have agreed to contribute, allowing the committee to fund some FY 2008 project evaluation audits.  
Producer Attitude Survey Results
Lynn Heinze presented results on the most recent Producer Attitude Survey.  Overall approval rates are consistent, if not slightly higher, than those of one year ago.  The unaided and aided name awareness of the checkoff is very high (93%).
Other Business

Office Relocation

Tom Ramey reported that it appeared the code issues had been resolved for the office expansion; work is scheduled to begin in a couple of weeks.    
Future Meeting Dates
Chairman Stielow announced the next meeting to be held March 18th in Kansas City, Mo, and reviewed the meeting schedule for 2008.

Calls to CBB Board Members

Executive Committee members reported the results of their calls to CBB Board Members.
The committee went into executive session.

Adjourn

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 10:45 am. 
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