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Lindy Whipps
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Randall Jones, USDA
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Craig Morris, USDA
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Kenny Payne, USDA

Jennifer Porter, USDA
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Don Stewart, CBB

Ken Stielow, CBB Chair

Chuck Zimmerman, Web Blog Reporter

Staff Present
Steve Barratt, CBB 

Cheri Delgado, CBB

Lynn Heinze, CBB

Diane Henderson, CBB
Angie Olejnik, CBB
Tom Ramey, CBB

Melissa Slagle, CBB

Call to Order
Chairman Mark Riechers called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. and asked for 
self-introductions.
Agenda
Preston Wright moved and John Schafer seconded a motion to approve the agenda as presented.  Motion passed.
Minutes

Lindy Whipps moved and Preston Wright seconded a motion to approve the minutes of the July 16, 2007, meeting as amended with a name change.  Motion passed.

Summer Meeting Evaluations

Tom Ramey reminded the subcommittee that the summer meeting evaluations included comments from  Federation members, as requested at the July 2007 meeting.  The subcommittee reviewed and discussed the Denver summer meeting evaluations.  Overall feedback was positive, though the subcommittee discussed the continued problem of cell phones ringing during meetings, and audience members talking during the Board Meeting at the back of the room.   Other comments included:  access to presentations and handouts online, to cut down on paper and for access at home; some presentations are too technical; and the meeting week is too full.  A request was also made by a subcommittee member to place CBB Member bios and photos on the web site.
Virginia Davis moved and John Schafer seconded a motion to rotate CBB meetings with locations east of the Mississippi on a regular basis.  Motion failed with 3 yes and 4 no.  Discussion.  The subcommittee suggested alternate meeting sites of Chicago in summer, Indianapolis, Minneapolis, and Florida.

Lindy Whipps moved and Jerry King seconded a motion to recommend continued close ties with the dairy industry whenever possible, especially in joint meetings and partnership opportunities.  Motion passed.

Status of Administration Subcommittee Recommendations to the Executive Committee

a.  FY 2008 Detailed Administration Budget

Tom Ramey reviewed the detailed administration budget for FY 2008.  He explained that increases in USDA oversight costs may result in a request later this year to increase that budget by moving budgeted funds from the unallocated administration budget. 
b.  Beef Board Update Session
Chairman Riechers recognized Ken Stielow for comment on the purpose of the Update Session.  Mr. Stielow reported that the Update Session is the one opportunity for the Beef Board members to meet by themselves during the joint meetings; it is an official board meeting called to order and then recessed until the joint board meeting on Saturday.  Discussion. 


c.  CBB Meeting Blog
Diane Henderson reported that there would be no problem including presentations, as well as CBB member bios and photos on the blog.

Ms. Henderson further reported that web blog traffic had increased significantly since 2006.  Unique visitors, the most important measure of web traffic, had increased 348%; number of visits increased 237%; and number of pages visited increased 180% from last year.
Chuck Zimmerman from ZimmComm New Media explained the types of data reporting available on blog traffic.

d. Chairman’s Welcome Letter
Tom Ramey reported that the CBB Chairman’s letter of welcome is in the final program and on the web blog as requested.  The letter reminds convention participants that all checkoff meetings are open to any producer.  CBB staff was directed to include the welcome letter in industry publications and local print media for future meetings.
Other Business 

Tom Ramey reviewed the Update Session agenda.
Adjourn

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:15 p.m.
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