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Call to Order

Chairman Ken Stielow called the meeting to order at 9:05 a.m. 

Members Present
Ken Stielow, Chairman
Neil Kayser

Dave Bateman
Charles Miller



Laurie Bryant
Jay O’Brien
Virginia Coelho
Sugie Sartwelle
Robert Fountain, Jr.
Al Svajgr, Ex-Officio
Dana Hauck
Stan Zylstra
Guests Present
Sharee Atchison, NLPA



Richard Nielson, CBB

Peggy Biaggi, CBB




Tracey Orsburn, NLPA

Jeff Clausen, CBB
Kenny Payne, USDA

Bo Donnigan, American Lamb Board
Mark Reichers, CBB

Leigh Ann Gallion, USDA
Dina Reitzel, New Mexico Beef Council
Jerry Hubbard
Scott Stuart, NLPA
Don Hullman, CBB
Gary Voogt, Federation of State Beef Councils
Rick Husted, NCBA
Wayne Watkinson, Legal Counsel
Larry Jones, Federation of State Beef Councils
Pat Woods, CBB

Tom Jones, CBB

Staff present
Steve Barratt, CBB 
Tom Ramey, CBB
Cheri Delgado, CBB 

Rich Otley, CBB
Diane Henderson, CBB

Monte Reese, CBB




Quorum
Chairman Stielow declared a quorum was present to conduct business.

Jay O’Brien presented a report of the nominees selected by the Nominating Committee.
Agenda
Sugie Sartwelle moved and Charles Miller seconded approval of the meeting agenda as mailed.  Motion passed.

Minutes
After correcting errors on a vote count and a name,Virginia Coelho moved to approve the minutes of the meeting of September 14, 2006 and the conference call of December 12, 2006 as corrected.  Robert Fountain, Jr. seconded. Motion passed.

Financial Report

Dave Bateman, CBB Secretary/Treasurer, presented the Beef Board’s financial statements for the period ending December 2006.  He reported domestic assessment revenues were down due to a problem with collection at a state brand department, import revenues were down because of the change in the formula for import assessments, and interest revenues were up compared to the previous year.
Laurie Bryant commented that beef imports are also lower than the previous year but he expected them to increase again in the future.  

Executive Committee Subcommittee Report

Administration Subcommittee Report – Charles Miller, Chairman of the CBB Administration Subcommittee, stressed the importance of meeting evaluations and that we need to continue to seek feedback.  Reccomendations are followed, as evidenced by the new Web Blog and a change in the format of the CBB Update Session.  The subcommittee recommended, by consensus, that CBB staff use multiple media when sending out evaluations to encourage a greater response.    
Status of State Marketing Plans
Steve Barratt reported all marketing plans received had been reviewed for compliance with the Act & Order.  
Status of State Audit Reports

Tom Ramey reported that Delaware and Vermont had been granted time extensions.  CBB had received financial information from Iowa, Maryland, New York, Virginia, and Wisconsin since the printing of the meeting book.  
Compliance Report
Steve Barratt reported that a settlement was likely to be reached in the O&S case.
Brand or Trade Name Reference Report

Rich Otley presented partnership proposals which contained brand or trade name references for the following:

National Promotion

· National Cattlemen’s Beef Association requested approval for a promotional partnership with Villa Enterprises to promote Meatball Stromboli, Spaghetti and Meatballs, Meatball Pizza, and a Meatball Hero Sandwich in Pizza Villa restaurants across the United States.
· National Cattlemen’s Beef Association seeking approval for a partnership with Ukrop’s to introduce their new All Natural Beef, Steakhouse Premium Beef. 

State Promotions

· National Cattlemen’s Beef Association requested approval for a partnership with Albertson’s Southern California Division to promote a USDA Choice Steakhouse Choice Boneless Ribeye Roast.   

· Idaho Beef Council requested approval for a promotion with AB Foods, LLC for in-store sampling of two new Double R Ranch Quick Chef beef value cut products in all 10 Idaho Fred Meyer stores. 
In addition, Rich presented two past partnership proposals which had been completed in the past without going through the proper approval procedures:

State Promotions

· Texas Beef Council seeking approval for a promotion with Beefmaster Cattlemen of Huntsville, Texas with the fresh beef product “Nolan Ryan All Natural Guaranteed Tender Beef.”

· Vermont Beef Industry Council seeking approval for a promotion with Dutch Valley Veal and /or Roma Packing Company to introduce Dutch Valley Veal All Natural Veal Italian Sausage, Dutch Valley Veal All Natural Sun-Dried Tomato Veal Sausage, and Dutch Valley Veal Chorizo.
Jay O’Brien moved and Neil Kayser seconded a motion to ratify the brand or trade name references for these promotions.  Motion passed.

Proposed New Acknowledgement Guidelines
Monte Reese distributed a letter from Barry Carpenter of USDA dated December 14, 2006.  Rick Husted, NCBA, Scott Stuart, NLPA, and Laurie Bryant, MICA, presented contractor feedback on the proposed revised acknowledgement guidelines.  After hearing from contractor representatives, the Executive Committee further revised the guidelines.
Laurie Bryant moved and Virginia Coelho seconded a motion to approve the new guidelines.  
By consensus the committee agreed to allow existing materials to be used, but to apply the new guidelines to any new production.  
Laurie Bryant moved and Sugie Sartwelle seconded a motion that any future reprints need approval by the Executive Committee.  Motion passed.  
The committee directed staff to send the new guidelines to all contractors and to seek comments from all contractors.  The committee will revisit the acknowledgement guidelines at the March meeting.
Producer Attitude Survey Results
Diane Henderson distributed a comparison report of the two most recent Producer Attitude Surveys, one conducted by the Gallup Organization under contract with USDA, and the other conducted by Aspen Research under contract with NCBA.  
Other Business

Office Relocation

Tom Ramey reported that CBB had a signed lease agreement.  The target date for the move was early to mid-March.  
USDA-AMS
Kenny Payne and Monte Reese reported that USDA had issued a press release affording qualifying organizations the opportunity to request certification to nominate candidates to the Beef Board.  USDA also presented a notice of review and request for comments on the Cattlemen’s Beef Promotion and Research Board and the Beef Promotion and Research Order, under criteria contained in section 610 of the Regulatory Flexibility Act.
Chairman Stielow announced the next meeting to be held March 15th in Denver, Colorado.

The committee went into executive session.

Adjourn

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned. 
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