TEMPLATE PROCLAMATION RELEASE

FOR HELP CUSTOMIZING, MEDIA LIST BUILDING OR DISTRIBUTION,  CONTACT STEPHANIE DARLING, SDARLING@BEEF.ORG 

____ (STATE) ______ (OFFICIAL) PROCLAIMS STATE “THANK A FARMER” DAY
CITY, STATE – (DATE    2009) – In recognition of the 22 million Americans who work on farms or in farm-related jobs,  including the ___________(SPECIFIC # IN STATE) here in __________(STATE NAME), _________ (GOV/AG SECRETARY/OFFICIAL) has issued a proclamation declaring Nov. 20, 2009, “Thank your Farmers and Ranchers” day in _____(NAME OF STATE) . 

______(NAME OF OFFICIAL) noted that the holiday season is a good time to remember that America’s agricultural sector works to provide consumers with safe, wholesome and affordable foods that nourish bodies and create the centerpieces for our traditional family gatherings and celebrations.  In fact, the average U.S. farmer now feeds 144 people a day, in the United States and abroad, compared to 46 people in 1960. 

_________ (NAME) ____ (TITLE) of ____ (SBC), representing ____ (#) _____ (STATE) beef and dairy producers, added that many consumers aren’t aware of where their food comes from, since the average American is now three generations removed from farming as a livelihood. Here are a few more “Farm Facts” from the ____ (NAME) Beef Council:  

* U.S. consumers spend about 10 percent of their disposable income on food, compared to 22 percent in the United Kingdom, 26 percent in Japan and 28 percent in South Africa  

* Farmers and ranchers provide food and habitat for 75 percent of the nation’s wildlife  
* The U.S. beef industry is comprised of 1 million beef and dairy producers, 75 percent of whom work on operations that have been in the family for at least two generations  
* The average U.S. farm is 441 acres;  99 percent are classified as family operations. About 41 percent of total U.S. land area is farm land      
* 85 percent of U.S. grazing lands are unsuitable for crops; grazing animals on this land more than doubles the land that can be used to raise other foods.  

 (Sources: 2007 U.S. Census of Agriculture, USDA, 111.agcensus.suda.gov; Agriculture Council of America, Overland Park, Kan.)     
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